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The �rst recommendation refers to raising 
the level of transparency of the socio-economic 
impact of the transition to electric vehicles in the 
speci�c context of Romania. Transparency is 
necessary both for the citizens, who need to 
understand the direction of one of the most 
important economic activities in the country, 
and for the decision makers who, without it, 
cannot have a strategic vision and cannot frame 
public policies beyond the abstract and general 
form of today’s documents. It is clear that certain 
economic activities will be directly a�ected: The 
Mechanical Plant in Mioveni, the two Daimler 
gearbox plants and the engine manufacturing in 
Craiova. Even if their economic importance is 
huge, especially in terms of employment, they 
constitute a relatively small part of the 
automotive industry in Romania. The biggest 
part of the industry employment is coagulated in 
the supplier chain, and estimating the impact of 
transition on the suppliers requires a detailed 
evaluation that cannot be conducted exclusively 
from the o�ce. Therefore a detailed and 
dedicated analysis of the impact of the 
transition to electric vehicles on the 
supplier chain in Romania is much needed. 
This analysis should be accomplished in 
collaboration with the companies and, for the 
authorities, should be the starting point for an 
industrial policy regarding not only maintaining 
the quantitative employment rate, but also 
seizing the opportunities of technological 
advancement and raising the productivity of the 
local automotive industry. 

The second recommendation is to plan 
ample investments in new capabilities of 
production for electric vehicle components 
(batteries, engines and electric transmission). 
From this point of view, Romania is way behind 
compared to the majority of countries with 
strong auto industries, including the ones from 

the East. These investments can be localized in 
the areas where there is a risk of great job loss (at 
least in Alba, Argeș and Dolj counties), and also in 
the areas that would not bene�t from the 
energetic transition. The Operational Programme 
Just Transition should take into account such 
investments. For example, the Oltenia region will 
face important job loss,  although it is perfectly 
situated to provide components to the two 
assembly plants (Craiova and Pitești), but also to 
the West.

The third recommendation is to directly 
correlate the vocational training e�orts 
with ample investments. Both NRRP and the 
Operational Programme Just Transition pay 
particular attention to vocational training in the 
wider context of the energy transition. 
Nevertheless, without investments that require 
and guide professional reconversion, there is a 
risk that the new quali�cations will not meet the 
labor market requirements because they are not 
�tting as such or because they are �tting in 
another geographical area. In this last case, we 
have to bear in mind that, for objective reasons, 
the internal geographical mobility of the labor 
force is very low, while the mobility in other 
country represents a viable option for a 
considerable part of the population, that is why 
there is a risk that the new quali�cations remain 
either not put to use or put to use abroad. In any 
case, as we are referring to industrial 
quali�cations, the vocational training should be 
as practical as possible; and, since the 
technologies are brand new, their applicability 
depends most probably on a pro�ciency that can 
be gained exclusively by way of practical work. 
Not taking this into account might waste all the 
resources channeled towards vocational training, 
as it happened with the professional 
reconversion programmes of the 1990s and the 
2000s, as well as with POSDRU.

The fourth recommendation addresses the 
reassessment of the strategy for the 
development of the charging infrastructure 
and for the stimulation of the necessary 

investments for national coverage. The 
present objectives are very modest in the new 
context of eliminating new polluting cars by 
2035 and are based either on highly dated 
evaluation or on the assumption of a 
considerable delay of the transition on the 
Romanian auto market. The underdevelopment 
of the charging infrastructure will keep the 
polluting cars on the Romanian roads out of 
necessity, in spite of all environmental and public 
health risks. Given the amplitude of the 
necessary investments, the development of the 
charging infrastructure can represent an 
important stimulus for the economy and for the 
labor market.  
 
The �fth recommendation regards assuring 
access to green mobility for the entire 
population, by means of two complementary 
measures. Firstly, the transition to electric 
vehicles (as well as the energy transition overall) 
cannot be sustainable without a signi�cant 
increase in incomes. Similarly to Poland, 
Romania needs to abandon the idea of 
economic growth based on low workforce costs. 
This approach was already proving to be limited 
at the end of the 2010s, the pandemic and the 
acceleration of the energy transition make the 
need to reevaluate the economy development 
model of the last two decades even more urgent. 
Secondly, the need to develop an integrated 
both intra  and inter-urban public transport 
system, unpolluting, performant and 
accessible is compulsory. Although it may seem 
counterintuitive, the transition to electric 
vehicles makes this  objective even more urgent, 
as it is highly improbable that the major issues 
noted above (the signi�cant income di�erences 
compared to the West and the signi�cant 
increase of the polluting mobility) can be fully 
solved in the near future. Without massive 
investments in public transport, it is highly 
probable that unpolluting mobility will become 
a privilege for the citizens with relatively high 
incomes in relatively rich regions of the country, 
and the more and more strict environment 
regulations will generate increasingly bigger 

socio-economic problems for the low income 
citizens in destitute regions.
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